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Abstract.  This  article  delves  into  two  crucial  concepts  in  linguistics:

sememas and nomemas. Sememas represent the core meanings of words, while

nomemas  encompass  the  grammatical  and  functional  roles  they  play  within

sentences.  By  understanding  how  these  elements  interact,  we  gain  deeper

insights  into  the  flexibility  and  complexity  of  human  language.  Through

everyday  examples,  we'll  see  how these  seemingly  abstract  ideas  shape  our

ability to communicate effectively.
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Introduction

We use language so effortlessly that we rarely stop to consider its intricate

mechanics. But beneath the surface of everyday conversation lies a fascinating

interplay of meaning and function. Linguists have long explored the building

blocks of language, and two concepts that stand out are sememas and nomemas.

These terms may sound technical, but they represent the essential elements that

allow  us  to  combine  words  into  meaningful  and  grammatically  correct

sentences. In this article, we will demystify sememas and nomemas and reveal

how  they  contribute  to  the  richness  and  expressiveness  of  human

communication.
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Methods

This  article  draws  on  established  linguistic  theories,  particularly  those

within structural and functional linguistics. We will examine how these theories

define and differentiate sememas and nomemas. The analysis will be presented

through illustrative examples, highlighting how these concepts are observable in

everyday language use.  This  article  is  primarily  descriptive and explanatory,

rather than based on quantitative data analysis, aiming to make these concepts

accessible to a general audience.

Results

Sememas: The Core Meanings of Words

At the heart of every word lies a  semema. This term refers to the core,

abstract meaning of a word, independent of its grammatical context. Think of it

as  the  essential  semantic  component  that  allows  us  to  distinguish  between

different words. The semema represents what a word signifies in the world.

For example,  the semema of the word "cat" involves the concept of  a

small,  domesticated  feline  animal.  This  semema  remains  relatively  constant

whether we say "The cat is sleeping" or "I saw a cat." The semema carries the

core meaning that identifies this animal. Crucially, sememas are not just single,

fixed  definitions.  They  can  be  complex,  encompassing  various  nuances  and

associations.

Here are some important features of sememas:

 They  are  abstract: Sememas  are  mental  representations  of

meaning, not physical objects or events.

 They are relatively stable: While word meanings can change over

time,  sememas  are  generally  stable  within  a  particular  time  and  language

community.

 They interact with context: While the core meaning is consistent,

the precise interpretation of a semema can be influenced by the context in which
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it's  used.  For  example,  the  semema of  the  word "run"  has  slightly  different

meanings in "I run every day" and "The machine is running".

Nomemas: Grammatical Roles and Functions

While  sememas  provide  the  core  meaning,  nomemas represent  the

grammatical and functional roles words play within a sentence. A nomema is

not about  what a word means but rather  how it  functions in the grammatical

structure. Nomemas are crucial for understanding how words relate to each other

and contribute to the overall meaning of a sentence.

Nomemas encompass concepts like:

 Nouns: Which typically act as subjects,  objects,  or complements

(e.g., cat, table, idea)

 Verbs: Which express actions or states of being (e.g.,  run,  sleep,

be)

 Adjectives: Which modify nouns (e.g., big, red, happy)

 Adverbs: Which modify verbs, adjectives, or other adverbs (e.g.,

quickly, very, carefully)

 Prepositions: Which show relations between other words (e.g., in,

on, under)

For example, in the sentence “The  cat slept on the  mat,” "cat," "slept,"

and "mat" have distinct sememas (a feline animal, a state of being asleep, and a

piece  of  floor  covering,  respectively).  However,  they  also  have  different

nomemas: "cat" and "mat" act as nouns, while "slept" acts as a verb.

Here's what makes nomemas interesting:

 They  are  functional: Nomemas  explain  the  role  of  words  in

sentences, not their meanings.

 They are language-specific: The ways in which nomemas function

can vary greatly between languages (e.g., word order is crucial in English but

more flexible in other languages).
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 They are essential for grammar: Nomemas allow us to construct

grammatically correct sentences, adhering to the structural rules of a language.

Let's see how sememas and nomemas interact in different contexts:

 The word "book": The  semema of  book is  related  to  a  bound

collection of printed pages. However, the nomema of "book" varies depending

on how it's used. In "I read a book," it functions as a noun (object), but in "I will

book a hotel," it functions as a verb.

 The sentence "The boy quickly ran." The semema of "boy" is

related to a young male, and it acts as a noun (subject). The semema of "ran" is

related to movement on foot, and it acts as a verb. The semema of "quickly"

refers to rapid action, and it acts as an adverb modifying the verb.

 The  word  "run": As  mentioned  earlier,  the  semema  remains

relatively consistent, but its nomema can change. “The run is long" (noun), “I

run every day” (verb).

Discussion

Sememas and nomemas work in tandem to enable human communication.

Sememas give us the core meaning, allowing us to understand the conceptual

content  of  a  word,  while  nomemas  provide  the  grammatical  scaffolding  for

constructing complex sentences. Together, they help us not only comprehend the

meaning of individual words but also how words combine to create larger and

more complex ideas.

The  interplay  between  sememas  and  nomemas  highlights  the  inherent

flexibility of language. We can use the same words in different grammatical

roles and with different contextual nuances, allowing us to express a wide range

of ideas with a relatively limited vocabulary. This versatility is a testament to the

sophistication  of  human  linguistic  abilities.  Understanding  these  concepts

provides a valuable perspective on the design of language.

Conclusion
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Sememas and nomemas, though seemingly abstract, are fundamental to

our  ability  to  understand  and  generate  language.  Sememas  are  the  building

blocks of meaning, while nomemas are the blueprint for how words combine

grammatically. By unpacking these elements, we gain a greater appreciation for

the  elegant  structure  of  language.  Understanding  these  underlying  principles

gives us insights into the mechanisms behind our communication skills. These

concepts reveal that language is not merely a collection of words but a dynamic

system of meaning and function working together.
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