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Abstract: This article explores the structural-semantic and linguacultural features of proper nouns,
emphasizing their role as linguistic and cultural identifiers. Through a comparative analysis of
languages such as English and Uzbek, the study examines the structural uniqueness of proper nouns,
their semantic significance, and their reflection of cultural traditions and values. The research
highlights how proper nouns preserve historical and cultural heritage, acting as markers of identity
in a globalizing world. The findings underline the interplay between language, culture, and society,
offering insights into naming conventions and their broader implications. This study provides a
foundation for further exploration of the evolution of proper nouns in modern communication.
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AHHoTauusi: B 1aHHOW  crarbe  paccMaTpUBAOTCA  CTPYKTYPHO-CEMAHTHYECKHE W
JIMHTBOKYJIBTYpHBIE OCOOEHHOCTU COOCTBEHHBIX MMEH, MOIYEpPKUBAas MX POJIb KaK S3bIKOBBIX U
KyJIBTYPHBIX HICHTU(UKATOpoB. Ha OCHOBE CpaBHUTENHHOTO aHajHM3a S3BIKOB, TaKUX Kak
aHMIMICKUM M y30€KCKHUH, HCCIEeNyIOTCS CTPYKTYpPHblE OCOOCHHOCTH COOCTBEHHBIX HMEH, HX
CEMaHTHUYECKOE 3HAUYCHHE, a TAKXKE OTPAKEHUE KYyJIbTYPHBIX TPAaJULUK U LIEHHOCTEWU. Pe3ynbrarsl
UCCJIEIOBAHUS TIOKA3bIBAIOT, YTO COOCTBEHHbBIE MMEHA COXPAHSIOT MCTOPUYECKOE U KYJIBTYpHOE
HacJIeJIue, BBICTYIass MapKepOM HAECHTUYHOCTU B YCIOBUAX DIoOanu3auuu. JlaHHOE uccileJoOBaHNe
CO3/1a€T OCHOBY Ui JaJIbHEUIIEro W3y4eHHs HBOJIOLMU COOCTBEHHBIX MMEH B COBPEMEHHOM
KOMMYHHKALUH.

KitoueBbie caoBa: CoOctBeHHble uMeHa, CTpPyKTypHO-CEMAaHTHYECKHE  OCOOEHHOCTH,
JluarBokynsryponorus , KynsrypHas naeHtudukanys, [[puHIUIb HAaMMEHOBaHHS

Introduction
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Proper nouns, as unique linguistic units, are integral to communication, cultural
identity, and societal interaction. They serve as labels for specific entities, such as
people, places, organizations, and events, distinguishing them from other nouns.
However, their significance extends far beyond mere identification. Proper nouns
encapsulate a wealth of cultural, historical, and social information, reflecting the
values, traditions, and linguistic characteristics of the communities that use them. The
structural and semantic features of proper nouns vary across languages, shaped by the
grammatical rules and phonological systems of each linguistic tradition. For example,
English proper nouns are marked by capitalization and minimal morphological
changes, while in Uzbek, they often include suffixes or modifiers denoting respect or
relational hierarchy. These differences reveal how languages adapt proper nouns to

their structural frameworks.

Moreover, proper nouns carry profound linguacultural implications. They are
embedded with meanings that convey cultural identity, historical memory, and social
norms. For instance, the name Samarkand is not just a geographical reference but a
symbol of the Silk Road's rich heritage. Similarly, personal names often reflect
religious beliefs, historical influences, or familial expectations, such as the prevalence
of Islamic names in Uzbek culture or biblical names in English traditions. This article
aims to explore the structural-semantic features and linguacultural characteristics of
proper nouns, focusing on their role in preserving cultural identity and fostering
intercultural understanding. By analyzing examples from English, Uzbek, and other
languages, this study provides insights into how proper nouns function as both
linguistic elements and cultural artifacts. It also highlights the relevance of proper
nouns in an increasingly globalized world, where traditional naming conventions are
influenced by modern communication and cross-cultural exchanges. The following

sections will delve into the structural composition of proper nouns, their semantic
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roles, and their cultural significance, concluding with a discussion on the broader

implications of these findings for linguistic and cultural studies.
Data Collection and Analysis

The data collection and analysis for this study were conducted in three phases:
textual analysis, surveys, and comparative linguacultural evaluation. The
methodology aimed to provide a comprehensive understanding of the structural-

semantic and linguacultural features of proper nouns across languages.
Textual Analysis:

Objective: To examine the structural and semantic characteristics of proper nouns as

they appear in written texts.
Data Sources:

Literary Texts: Novels, poems, and folklore from English and Uzbek literature (e.g.,
works by William Shakespeare, Alisher Navoiy).

Geographical Names: Maps and historical documents containing place names (e.g.,

London, Bukhara).
Personal Names: Historical records, naming dictionaries, and census data.

Structural Analysis: Identification of proper nouns in texts and classification
based on morphological patterns (e.g., suffixes, prefixes). Syntax-focused analysis to

determine their roles in sentences (e.g., subject, object).

Semantic Analysis: Grouping proper nouns into categories such as personal
names, place names, and institutional names. Evaluating the meanings and

connotations of proper nouns in their cultural and historical context.
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Findings: English proper nouns are typically short and uninflected (e.g.,
Elizabeth, New York). Uzbek proper nouns often include relational markers or
honorifics (e.g., Oydin opa, Tohir aka).Geographical names frequently carry historical

and symbolic meanings, reflecting significant cultural events.
2. Surveys
Objective: To gather perceptions of proper nouns from native speakers and linguists.

Participants: 20 native speakers each from Uzbek-speaking and 5 speakers from
English communities (foreign teachers of Karshi city schools).10 linguists
specializing in onomastic and cultural linguistics. Many teachers know English in

advanced level and they can communicate without any difficulties .

Survey Questions:
1. What cultural or personal significance do you associate with your name?
2. How do you perceive foreign proper nouns in comparison to native ones?
3. What naming traditions are common in your culture?

The following steps we are going to analyze linguistic point of view and

identify with justifications.

Findings: English speakers often associate personal names with individuality
and historical lineage. Uzbek speakers emphasize family heritage and spiritual
meanings in naming traditions. Participants noted that foreign proper nouns often

evoke curiosity or are adapted phonetically to fit the native language.

Summary of Analysis: The collected data reveal that proper nouns serve as
both linguistic units and carriers of cultural identity. Structural differences highlight
the grammatical flexibility of proper nouns in adapting to language-specific rules.

Semantic and cultural analysis underscores the deep-rooted historical and social
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values embedded in names, reflecting unique worldviews and traditions. These
findings provide a solid foundation for understanding the complex interplay between

language, culture, and identity through the lens of proper nouns.

Discussion

The analysis of proper nouns through their structural-semantic and
linguacultural features highlights their multidimensional nature. Proper nouns are not
merely identifiers but also cultural artifacts deeply tied to history, society, and

language evolution.

1. Structural-Semantic Features: The structural analysis revealed significant variations
in the way proper nouns are constructed and used across languages. In English, proper
nouns rely on capitalization to distinguish themselves and often remain
morphologically unaltered. This simplicity makes them adaptable in multilingual
contexts, which aligns with English's role as a global lingua franca. In Uzbek, suffixes
and relational markers add layers of meaning and context, reflecting the importance of
respect and familial relationships in Uzbek culture. For example, the use of -aka
(older brother) or -opa (older sister) demonstrates the integration of social hierarchy
into linguistic practices. Semantically, proper nouns extend beyond their literal
referential function. They encapsulate history (Alexander the Great), culture (Navruz),
and even aspirational meanings in personal names (Shirin meaning sweet). This dual

role as identifiers and carriers of meaning makes them unique linguistic elements.
Results

1. Structural Features, proper nouns are structurally unique across languages:
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English: Typically uninflected; capitalization distinguishes them from common nouns
(e.g., London, Elizabeth).Uzbek: Often include suffixes denoting respect or familial
relationships (e.g., Tohir aka, Shirin opa).

2. Semantic Characteristics: Proper nouns carry inherent meanings beyond their
denotative function: Geographical Names: Reflect historical and cultural contexts
(e.g., Samarkand is associated with ancient Silk Road history).Personal Names:
Encode cultural identity, religion, and aspirations (e.g., Muhammad signifies Islamic

heritage in many cultures).

3. Linguacultural Implications: Proper nouns are deeply embedded in cultural

practices:

Traditions: Naming ceremonies reflect societal values (e.g., Navruz holidays often

inspire seasonal-related names).

Cultural Identity: Names often preserve linguistic heritage and resist globalization

trends (e.g., Uzbek names maintaining Turkic roots).
Conclusion

Proper nouns are pivotal elements in language and culture, serving as
identifiers while preserving and reflecting societal values, historical memories, and
cultural identities. The structural-semantic analysis revealed their adaptability to
linguistic systems, while the linguacultural study highlighted their role in embedding
cultural and historical significance. The comparative study of English and Uzbek
naming conventions provides valuable insights into how different societies perceive
identity, history, and social relationships through proper nouns. English names often
represent a more individualistic perspective, while Uzbek names reflect a collectivist
and familial approach. In an era of globalization, proper nouns face both opportunities

and challenges. On one hand, they facilitate cross-cultural communication and
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adaptation. On the other hand, the rise of hybrid and Westernized names may erode
traditional naming conventions. This study contributes to a deeper understanding of
the interplay between language and culture through the lens of proper nouns. Future
research could explore the impact of digital communication, migration, and
intergenerational changes on the evolution of proper nouns, ensuring that these

linguistic elements continue to serve as bridges between tradition and modernity.
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